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What is the attitude of the residents of Wrocław and Szczecin to the pre-war heritage of their towns? Are there any objects around them which originate from before the war? How did they come into their possession? What place do they take in the general hierarchy of things? The latest exhibition in the Ethnographic Museum in Wrocław is an attempt to provide answers to these questions. It showcases photographs by Łukasz Skąpski, exhibits on loan from private individuals residing in Wrocław and Szczecin, and extracts from the interviews conducted as part of the ethnographic and art project realised in both these towns.
A nut grinder – once belonging to a  pre-war Breslau household – today in possession of the Orzechowski family. A porcelain figurine depicting three piglets, the property of the previous inhabitants of a house in Szczecin, now owned by the three daughters of Mr and Mrs Koziński. An album containing pre-war postcards and correspondence of the Meinks from Breslau, has been an inspiration for its present owner, Mrs Barankiewicz, in her search for the correspondents and their heirs. These are some of the objects of the pre-war provenience which can be seen in this exhibition.
Due to international treaties, in the aftermath of the Second World War both Wrocław and Szczecin changed their nationality and were subject to an almost total population exchange. “The presented exhibits were lent to the Museum by persons encountered during the ethnographic/artistic project conducted in the period 2019–2022 in these cities, accompanied by photographs taken by Łukasz Skąpski, which show the relations between people and things, and also different ways of implementing and talking about them” – explained Anna Kurpiel, one of the curators. “One can mention here neglecting, destroying, appropriating, as well as adapting, rescuing and appreciating these objects. Some of them take pride of place, others are under lock and key in cupboards and cubby-holes. Some continue to be used by new generations of residents of Wrocław and Szczecin” – added a co-curator Katarzyna Maniak.

Among the variety of exhibited objects one can see the family treasure of another photographer, Karolina Gembara – a wooden ornament inherited from her grandmother –  depicting Schwartzwald goats, once a common and cheap trinket in the Sudeten German homes, as well as maps from a historical atlas – the pre and post-war school aids – now belonging to another artist, Jacek Zachodny. The exhibition also showcases things found in rubbish dumps in Wrocław, see Instagram account ”Historia ze śmietników Breslau”[History from the dustbins of Breslau], which has become the place for exchanging knowledge about pre-war objects, and even includes poppies  – once cultivated in German gardens in the Wrocław district of Sępolno – plants [now banned]that still force themselves upon their new owners, and keep growing back despite any determined attempts to replant or eradicate them.
”The objects presented in the exhibition are not merely passive exhibits but also inspire and provoke action, at the same time reflecting contemporary attitudes, beliefs and values” – said Marta Derejczyk, a co-curator of this exhibition in the Ethnographic Museum in Wrocław. “They also shed light on new relations between what is Polish and German, rubbish and antique, something seen as desirable and problematic”.
The objects on display are accompanied by photographs taken by another artist, Łukasz Skąpski, who combined ethnographic content with the artistic medium of photography. His works highlight in an unusual way the relations between the people, space and objects existing in it. Finally, the exhibition is complemented by extracts of interviews conducted with some present-day residents of Wrocław and Szczecin, and also people who deal with such objects either as professionals or amateurs.
